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Undersanding Korea Project: Idas for deeloping undrstanding Korea materials Includng Korean Histoy and Culure in the
Autralian Matical Curriculurn.

The introduction of the Australian National ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority) aims to
“improve leaming for young Australians through world—class school cumiculum, assessment and reporting” (ACARA,
2012). However while cument Australian Curriculum has a range of oppaortunities for students to leamn about Asia, there is
minimal inclusion of Korean History and Culture studies. In order to develop appropriate resources and encourage the
inclusion of Korean history and culture studies in Australia National Curriculumn is necessary to ensure that materials are
aimed at meeting the key learning areas and content descriptors required.

Why include Korean History and Culture?

Korea has a distinctive and rich culture that can be traced back over 5000 years. Korean culture is unigue and that is
evident in the style of housing, architecture, traditional art, literature and music. Korean society is based on the religious
and philosophic beliefs of Confucianism and Buddhism. The language Hangul is distinctive amongst Asian language.
Historically, Korea has played a vital role in East Asian history, An understanding of Korean history and culture is not only
important in and of itself; it is also central to fully understanding the larger world of East Asia. More recently Korean popu—
lar culture and the success of modemn Korea have atiracted the interest and attention of the world.

South Korea is the eighth largest economy in the word and a major buyer of Australian primary goods and “therefore an
important trade and diplomatic language partner” (QCAA, 2008). Australia ranks Korea as its fourth largest trading part—
nier and the third largest export destination for Australian goods(QCAA, 2008).

Given Korea's fascinating history, interesting pop culture, its intemational role, curent role in international political issues
such as Dokdo and North Korea, as well as its important economic importance to Australia, studying Korean history and
culture makes sense for Australian schools,

Pricrity of Asian Studies in Australia.

A priority of the Australian Curriculum is that “students will develop knowledge and understanding of Asian societies, cul-
tures, beliefs and environments, and the connections between the peoples of Asia, Australia, and the rest of the world”
(ACARA, 2012), ACARA focuses on three key concepts that outling its fundamental pricrities in leaming related to Asia.
In order for Korean studies to be further incomporated in the ACARA cumiculum these concepts should be evaluated as
they represent the fundamentals to leaming and developing related knowledge, understanding and skills.

The first concept highlights” the diversity within and between the countries of the Asia region, from their cultures, societies
and traditions through to their diverse environments and the effects of these on the lives of people” (ACARA, 2012).

In meeting this first concept Korea needs to ‘highlight’ difference from other cultures and countries in the Asian regions.
Examples that could be used to demonstrate that Korea Is different from other cultures and countries in the Asian region
are; hangul (language), hanbok (national dress), pansori (a type of traditional drum music), musical instruments, Jesa
lancestor worship), holidays celebrated, food, pottery, architecture, ondol (floor heating), traditional fabric dying, idols
and music culture,

The second concept examines “the past and continuing achieverments of the peoples of Asia, identifies their contribution
to world history and acknowledges the influences that the Asia region has on the world's aesthetic, and creative pursuits”
(ACARA, 2012).

In this concept it is important that the student is able to examine the achievernents of peoples in the Asian region who
have contribution to history and creative pursuits. For Korea, examples that could be used and explored by students are
; Gwanggaeto the Great (Expansion of the Goguryeo Kingdom in northemn Asia), General Yi Sun—3Shin (naval com—
mander, famed for his victories against the Japanese navy during the Imjin war in the Joseon Dynasty), Shin Saimdang
(artist, writer, calligraphist and poet), Queen Sondok (second female sovereign in East Asian history and encouraged
literature, and the arts in Silla Kingdom), King Sejong ( changed Korea's legal system, oversaw the creation of Hangul
and encouraged advancements of scientific technology), Kim Hang—do (painter], Yu Kwan—Sun (Freedom fighter), Ban
Ki-maoon (former Secretary-General of the United Nations), Kim Jung-Hwa (natural-dve artist) and Lee Lee Nam
(digital artist). Through the examination of the lives of these peoples students will gain a broader knowledge of Korea's
contribution to the Asian region, history and creative pursuits meeting the requirerments for Australia’s national curiculum

The third key concept addresses”™ the nature of past and ongoing links between Australia and Asia, and develops the
knowledge, understanding and skills, which make it possible to engage actively and effectively with peoples of the Asia
region.” This third concept focuses on Australia link with Asia. The Year 10 History syllabus allows students to examine
the nature of past links with Asia, this is done through a depth study that examine, Australia involvernent in either the
Korean or Vietnam War. (ACOKFH023) (ACARA, 2012). However there is a need to identify and teach about the ongoing
links between Australia and Korea especially as Australian—Korean relations continue to grow through economic and dip—
lormatic ties. For this third concept key indicators in which Australian— Korean relations can be explored and taught need
to be identified. For example ACHHK115 (ACARA, 2012) of the curiculum is “Stofes of groups of people who migrated
to Australia (including from OME Asian country) and the reasons they migrated, such as World War Il and Australian
migration programs since the war (ACARA, 2012). Currently there are no resources of stories of groups of people who
migrated from Korea. If a resource targeting this indicator was developed and provided to Australian teachers it will
encourage the teaching of the relevance of Korea and Korean people’s experiences.

The Korean government and education resources need to target these three areas in conjunction with the content
descriptors which Australian school use to meet curiculum quotas. If Korean history and culture is to become at the fore—
front of history teaching and geography in Australian schools, Korean studies resources and teaching development needs
to target the three key elements in addition to the curent cumiculum content descriptors. An example of this is Year 9
History. The content description ACDSEH093 (ACARA, 2012) is to ook at one Asian society at the start of the period.
Cumently this descrptor is linked to China and the Qing dynasty, role of the Emperor and art, literature and architecture of
the time. If resources were developed and matched with these indicated, teachers would have the option to then teach
about Korea and the role of the King in the Josean dynasty. Another example is ACDSEH142 which is "The position of
the Asian society in relation to other nations in the wiorld around the tum of the twentieth century (that is 1900), including
the influence of key ideas such as nationalism” (ACARA, 2012). Resources around the March First Independence move—
ment and the rise of Korean nationalism against Japan could be developed for this indicator or the use of already devel-
oped resources on websites such as Asia for Educators (Asia for Educators, 2009) could be promoted with links to cur-
rent ACARA indicators.

Absence of Korean History and Culture in Australian National Curriculum

Cumrently Korea is under represented in the Australian National Curriculum with only seven content descriptors across three
leamning areas. Four of the seven content descriptors are in Junior and Senior History focusing on the Korean War. With
one in Digital Technology, one in Mathematics and one in cross cumculum study. All of these content descriptors are
inclusions with other countries such as Japan and China or an optional choice in a study in a list of two to three counfries.
When compared with content descriptors for Chinese (71) and Japanese (32) (ACARA, 2012) History and Cultural stud-
ies there is a marked difference in the way in which Korean Studies is viewed in terms of its relevance not only to Australia
but as a global contributor.

Anaother problem that has arisen for teaching Korean histary not just in Australia but globally is that Korean History has not
been recognised as separate to Chinese and Japanese History, While North Asian history overlaps and is intertwined as
any continental history does rather than considering Korean history as separate it often incorporated and included in
Chinese History, One example is that Korean history is often included in Chinese History in Australia. There seems to be
a clear distinction between Chinese and Japanese history and culture but not between Korean and Japanese or Korean
and Chinese History at a high school and pimary school level. The lack of inclusion into the ACARA cumiculum has meant
that Korean History and Culture are not taught untll students reach University and major in Korean or Asian Studies.
Current resources that are available are aimed at University level study rather than primary or secondary schoal.

Recommendations
In order to improve and promote the teaching of Korean history and culture in Australian schools the following ideas for
developing and understanding of Korea matenals should be considered;”

1.  The development of Korean history and culture curriculum resources that relate directly and match the key indica—
tors of Australia national cumiculum.

This recommendation is central to the inclusion of Korean history and culture in Australian schoals. If it isn't relevant to
the curmiculum teachers will not be able to incorporate Korean history and cultural teaching in Australian schools,

2. Education of History teachers in Australia schools through short tour and education scholarship programs in Kore:
Teacher's deliver content and cumiculum. In order to successfully promaote and encourage the teaching of Korean history
and culture in Australian schools it is essential that Australian teachers receive education and professional development
in Korean history and culture studies so that they are then able to teach it in the classroom. By providing short tour and
education programs in Korea, teachers will become actively engaged in the history and experience Korea's unique culture
transporting that expenence back to the classroom,

3. Promotion of curent resources for Australian teachers,

Promation of current resources such as websites and apps will help teachers to make informed choice. Cumrently it is not
clear to teachers where they can access Korean history and culture resources. By providing information of curent and
update resources it will encourage teachers to find ways to use these resources in the classroom.

4. Development and promotion of Apps and interactive Korean history and culture resources

There needs to be further development of interactive history resources for iPad/Androids in the classroom such as time—
lines, maps, famous people ete around Korean history and culture. Promotion of apps/programs currently available such
as the Shilla history tour app (Korea Tourism Organization, 2014) need to be promoted to teachers. The development
of virtual or online tour guides for students of Korea's historical places, Korean clothing, musical instrument, historical
time lines etc will also help teachers to deliver interesting and engaging materials to students. This also fits with Korea
world image of being a technology producer and innovator,

Conclusion

In order to develop appropriate resources and encourage the inclusion of Korean history and culture studies in Australia
National Curriculum, resources and materals need to be developed around the key leaming areas and content descrip—
tors required. Linking resources directly to the content descriptors will ensure that Korean history and culture is relevant to
Austraiian curiculum . Professional development for teaches about Korean history and culture is essential so that teachers
can transfer this knowledge to the classroom . The pramaotion and development of relevant resources is critical in reaching
teachers who can implement Korean history and cultures studies into Australian classroom. Without relevance to the
Australian National Curriculum there will be a limit to how relevant Korean history and culture will be in Australian schools.
Understanding Korea Project: ldeas for developing understanding Korea matenials —Including Korean History and Culture
in the: Australian National Curriculum.
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