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1. Basic Understanding of  
Korean Teaching and Learning Materials 



KICE: Division of Teaching and Learning 

ㆍBasic Research on Teaching and Learning and Long-term Development Plan 
ㆍResearch and Development of Teaching and Learning Materials 
ㆍInternational Comparative Study of Teaching and Learning 
ㆍCharacteristic Analysis and Program Development of Improving Academic Ability 
ㆍSupport of Online Teaching and Learning System and Learning Strategy 

 Research and Development of Primary and Secondary 
School Curriculums 

 Improvement Research of Curriculum 
 Support for School Education 
 Research of Textbook and Teachers Guidebook 
 Responsible for Authorizing Primary and Secondary  
     School Textbooks 

 Stabilization and modernization of National Achievement 
Test 

 Research of Program for International Student  
     Assessment and Intensification of International  
     Cooperation 
 Introduction of Advanced Education Assessment  
      Strategy and the Application Research 
 Education and Training on the Professional  Student Asse

ssment, Assessment Method, and Teaching Assessment. 
 



Structure of Korean Curriculum, Textbook, 
Teaching and Learning Materials 

Textbook 

Curriculum of  
National-level 

Government-designated 
Textbook 

Authorized Textbook 

Approved Textbook 

Textbooks which the Ministry of 
Education holds a copyright 

Textbooks that are authorized by 
the Minister of Education 

Textbooks that are approved by 
the Minister of Education in 
order to use them where 
government-designated books 
and authorized books  are 
unavailable or difficult to be used, 
or as a supplementary 

Refer to NCIC: National Curriculum of Korea 
www.ncic.re.kr 

Teaching and Learning 
Supporting Materials 

Supporting and supplementary materials for instructor’s manual 
and various activity 
(Teaching and Learning Development Center, Basic Academic 
Ability Improvement Supporting Website)  

http://www.ncic.re.kr/


Reference: Curriculum Structure of Korean Primary 
and Secondary Schools 

Elementary School Middle School High School 

1-2: Korean language, math, 

integrated subjects (School, 

Family, Spring, Summer, Fall, 

Winter, Neighbors, Korea) 

3-6: Korean language, math, 

ethics, social studies, science, art, 

music, physical education, 

practical course, English, creative 

activity 

Korean language, math, social 

studies (including history), ethics, 

science/technology, home 

economics/information, English, 

electives, creative activity 

Base: Korean Language, math, 

English, Korean history 

Research: Integrated social 

studies, integrated science, 

scientific experiments 

PE/Fine art: physical education, 

art 

Living culture: Technology home 

economics/second 

language/Chinese 

character/liberal art, creative 

activity 



Major Korean Teaching and Learning Supporting System 

Teaching and Learning Development 
Center 

www.classroom.re.kr 

Basic Academic Ability Improvement 
Supporting Website 

www.basics.re.kr 

-Informs accelerated courses and teaching and learning 

methods 

-Develops and disseminates teaching and learning 

materials 

-Manages the quality of teaching learning materials 

-Develops and disseminates assessment items by 

subjects 

-Develops teacher training program for improving 

professional skills 

-Consults courses by subjects  

-Provides on and offline training 

-Supports subject matter education researches 

-KUCU: Keep-Up, Catch-Up 

-In order for students to maintain achievement levels, 

students need to ‘Keep-Up’ with learning. If students 

underachieves, then ‘Catch-Up’ learning needs to be 

done. 

Websites for Supporting Teaching and Learning 
Materials 

http://www.classroom.re.kr/
http://www.basics.re.kr/


Teaching and Learning Center 
(www.classroom.re.kr) 

http://www.classroom.re.kr/


Key Functions of  
Teaching and Learning Center 

Informs 
accelerated 
courses and 
teaching and 

learning 
methods 

 

Develops and 
disseminates 
teaching and 

learning 
materials 

 

Manages the 
quality of 
teaching 
learning 

materials 

Develops and 
disseminates 
assessment 

items by 
subjects 

 
 

Develops teacher 
training program 

for improving 
professional 

skills 
 

 

Consults 
courses by 

subjects 
 

Provides on 
and offline 

training 
 

Supports 
subject matter 

education 
researches 



Major Contents of Teaching and Learning Center 

Major Contents 

Provided contents consist of elementary school, 10 subjects, curriculum, educational evaluation, and 
training program activity are as follow: 

Prepared subject-specific teaching and learning materials for classroom teaching 

Subject-specific pedagogical content knowledge and classroom experiences 

The national common basic curriculum and elective courses assessment questionnaires 

E-learning program with teaching consultation for supervisor’s professional development. 

Professional development programs for Teachers 

Research reports and curriculum related materials for designating and managing curriculum 

Information on subject-specific research activities and conferences/meeting by grade levels 

Besides above listed online supports, verity of offline activities such as training, meeting, seminar, workshop and supports 
of material productions are provided. 



KUCU: Basic Academic Ability Improvement Program 
(www.basics.re.kr) 

http://www.classroom.re.kr/


Major Contents of KUCU 

Elementary Education 

• Diagnostic Assessment (3rd Grade diagnostic assessment, national level academic accomplishment assessment, ladder 
Korean language and math, assessment questionnaires) 

• Basic Learning (Entry-level materials, basic academic materials) 

• Subject-Learning (Korean language, math, social studies, science, English) 

• Application of Educational Materials 

• Customized Materials (Customized workbook, diagnosis and learning materials) 

• Learning Activity Management Program 

  Secondary Education 

• Diagnostic Assessment (Subject-learning diagnostic assessment, national level academic accomplishment assessment, 
assessment questionnaires) 

• Subject-Learning (Korean language, math, social studies, science, English) 

• Customized materials (Customized workbook, diagnosis and learning materials) 

• Learning Activity Management Program 

  Educational Materials 

• Subject-matter Materials (Elementary, Secondary) 
• Comparative Materials by Topics 
• Creativity and Character/Personality 

Professional Development  

• Instructor’s materials 

• Teachers Training Program 

• Textbook Suggestions 

KU-CU 

• KU-CU Introduction 

• Basic Academic Policy (Creative Management School for Academic Achievement, Overall Academic clinic center, 
Doodoorim School) 

• Online-Learning 

• CI/Advertisement 



2. Korean Teaching and Learning 
Examples 



Teaching and Learning Material  
to Support Underachieved Students 

Elementary School 

Entry-
Level 

Materials 

Entry-Level 
Support 
Program 

- Reading 
- Writing 
- Basic Math 

Entry-Level 
Support 
Vacation 
Program  

- 30 hours Intensive summer/winter vocational program (3 weeks, 2 
hours per day) 

- Integrated learning of listening, speaking, reading, learning and basic 
mathematical skills through traditional fairy tales. 

Basic 
Learning 
Materials 

Basic Academic 
Skill 

Improvement 
Teaching 
Materials  

- Reading, writing, basic math 

Basic Learning 
Improvement 

Materials 

- Basic Korean: Mastering Korean Program 
- Korean Reading: Underachieved 3-6 grade students in Korean Language 
- Math: Underachieved 3-6 grade students in math  

Onboard 
Position 

Elementary Education – Basic Learning 



Teaching and Learning Materials for Underachieved Students 

Elementary School Middle School 

Korean 

- Basic Learning (1-2 grade) 
- Basic Learning by grade(1-2 grade) 
- Creativity (1-2 grade) 
- Logic (3-6 grade) 
- Diversity and Country (Multi-culture, 3-4 grade) 

- Improving verbal, thinking ability 
- Improving academic ability program 

Math 

- Basic Math (All) 
- Basic learning materials to support students in   
  the border line (1-2 grade) 
- Math for lower graders, basic academic skill   
  improvement program, and activity materials for  
  different achievement level (1-4 grade) 
- Middle/upper grader math and calculation  
  improvement program(1-4 grade) 
- Learning mathematical principles (3-6 grade) 

- Entry-level math program 
- Learning concepts and principles 
- Mathematical skills improvement  
  program 

 Social 
Studies 

- Growing thoughts social studies (4-6 grade) 
- Social studies supplementary materials (4-6 grade) 

- Expanding knowledge and thought, middle 
school social studies 

Science - Explore Science (4-6g grade) - Self-study for creativity, middle school science 

English 
- Basic Learning ‘English Playground’(5-6 grade) 
- Understanding English (4-6 grade) 

- Entry-level English program 
- English conversation with solid basic English 
- Academic skill improvement program 

Position Elementary Education – Subject Learning Secondary Education – Subject Learning 



Subject Specialization (Elementary School) 

Level Subject Type of Materials 

Subject 
Elementa
ry School 

English Subject-oriented English teaching and learning materials 

Korean Language, Math(Word 
Problems) 

Problem-solving Skill Improvement Program 

Korean Language, Math 
Instructor’s Materials for Misconceptions and Errors by 
Learning Subjects 

Reading (3-4) 
Math (5-6)  

Elementary School Learning Strategy Application Program 

Korean Language (5-6) 
‘Korean Language with Stories’ Korean Language Learning 
Strategy Program 

Korean Language Korean Language and Story Materials 

Math Math and Story Materials 

Curriculum/Social Studies Multicultural Education 

Science Science Concepts Tutorial Videos 

Science Potential Development in Science Videos 

Math Math Concepts Tutorial Videos 

Korean Language, Math, Science, 
Social Studies, English 

Curriculum Improvement Educational Material by Korea 
national University of Education 



Subject Specialization (Middle School) 

Level Subject Type of Material 

Subject 
Middle 
School 

Korean Language, 
Math 

Instructor’s Materials for Misconceptions and Errors by 
Learning Subjects (Korean Language, Math) 

Math Math and Online Game Materials 

Math Math and Mind-map 

Math Math and In-class Materials 

Science Science Concepts Tutorial Videos 

Science Potential Development in Science Videos 

Math Math Concepts Tutorial Videos 

Korean Language, 
Math, Science, 
Social Studies, 

English 

Subject Improvement Educational Material by Korea 
national University of Education 



Extracurricular Supporting Materials 

Type Detail 

Extracurricular 

Diagnostic Tools 

Integrated Management of Diagnostic Tools 

Learning Support Guidance Materials by Underachieved Student Types 

Customized Package by Learning Styles 

Diagnostic Tool for Learning Hindrance Factors 

Manual for the Application of the Standardization Diagnosis Result 

Materials for 
Students 

Novice Defective Daniel’s 10 Adventures 

How to Become a Good Student 

Learning Strategy by Game  

Video that Gives Courage 

Recommended Reading List 

Materials for Parents Education Guide book for Underachieved Students 

Materials for 
Communities 

Community Facilities Near School 

Information of Supporting Center/Website 



Method to Support Learning Materials for Individual 
Underachieved Students Based on Students’ Level 

Customized Workbooks 

What is the KICE Customized Workbook? 

“KICE Customized Workbook” is the learning material developed by KICE for individual stude
nt.  First, diagnose student’s academic ability. Then the area in needs is automatically evaluat
ed to create the workbook. 
Workbook consists of diagnostic test, supporting materials for student and teachers, and the 
review test. (Selectable) 

Target students and subjects 

Korean Language Math Social Studies Science 

Elementary School 

Middle School 

Customized Workbooks Diagnostic Test Register Scores Create Workbook Manage Students Customized Materials 



How  to use this service: 

Create Customized Workbook 

Verify User 

Create Workbook 

Create Diagnostic Test 

Collection of Customized Materials 

Resources 

Connect to a website 
user authentication 

Print out the evaluation 
form for the test 

 
1. Register the result 

2. Choose the learning materials 

 

1. Confirm the list of the 
student and Select 

2. Produce the workbook 

 1. Choose subject/grade 
2. Search for the semester 
3. Download the materials 

Create Diagnostic Test 

Collection of Customized Materials 

Create Workbook 



Flow Diagram of Basic Academic Ability Diagnostic Test 

Diagnosis Improvement Diagnosis & Revised Learning Strategy 

Repeated 



Supports of Various Diagnostic Tests 

Selection of Underachieved 
Student 

Learning Level  
Diagnosis 

Diagnose the Cause  
of Underachieving 

Customized Learning 
Strategy 

Operate  
Learning-clinic 



Integrated Administration of 
Diagnostic Tools 

Leaning Type Diagnosis 



Leaning Type Diagnosis 



Profile for Students 

Result of Leaning Type Diagnosis 



Profile for Teachers 



Guideline for Teachers 



Diagnostic Test of Learning Hindrance Factors (4~6 grade) 

Diagnostic Tool of Learning Hindrance Factors (2-3 Grade) 



Profile of Diagnostic Test of Learning Hindrance Factors (4-6 Grade) 



• 10 Adventures of the Novice Detective Daniel (Elementary 
School 1-2 grade level) 

- 10 topics for the lower grades in elementary school to 
develop the basic knowledge 

- Studying strategy, career exploration, healthy Living, 
computer handling, improving research and reasoning skills 

• How to Excel in Study (Elementary School 5-6 grade level) 

 - Upper level in elementary school 

 

• Learn learning strategy through game (all elementary school 
students) 

Application Programs for Students 



Application Programs for Teachers 
Elementary Education 

• Diagnostic Assessment (3rd Grade diagnostic assessment, national level academic accomplishment assessment, ladder 
Korean language and math, assessment questionnaires) 

• Basic Learning (Entry-level materials, basic academic materials) 

• Subject-Learning (Korean language, math, social studies, science, English) 

• Application of Educational Materials 

• Customized Materials (Customized workbook, diagnosis and learning materials) 

• Learning Activity Management Program 

  Secondary Education 

• Diagnostic Assessment (Subject-learning diagnostic assessment, national level academic accomplishment assessment, 
assessment questionnaires) 

• Subject-Learning (Korean language, math, social studies, science, English) 

• Customized materials (Customized workbook, diagnosis and learning materials) 

• Learning Activity Management Program 

  Educational Materials 

• Subject-matter Materials (Elementary, Secondary) 
• Comparative Materials by Topics 
• Creativity and Character/Personality 

Professional Development  

• Instructor’s materials 

• Teachers Training Program 

• Textbook Suggestions 

KU-CU 

• KU-CU Introduction 

• Basic Academic Policy (Creative Management School for Academic Achievement, Overall Academic clinic center, 
Doodoorim School) 

• Online-Learning 

• CI/Advertisement 



Teaching 
Materials 

(Common) 



Teaching 
Materials 

(Elementary) 



Teaching Materials 
(Middle School) 



• Earn Self-esteem and motivation 

• Ego, Motivation for achievement, Problem Solving, Conflict Control, 
Interpersonal Relations, Leadership, Citizenship, Human Body 

• Competency Development Activity in 8 Different Fields 

Teaching Materials 
(Middle School) 



Recognition 
Psychology, 

Emotion, 
Treatment 

Behavior Pattern 
Learning 

(Strategy, Coaching, 
Motivation) 

Elementary 
School 

Visual 
Perception 
(1-2 grade) 

Aware 
Strength, 

Improving 
(All) 

Social Skills 
(3-4 grade) 

Reading 
(3-4 grade) 

Behavior Control 
(3-4 grade) 

Math 
(5-6 grade) 

Korean Language 
(5-6 grade) 

Learning Coaching 
(3-6 grade) 

Improve  
Learning Motivation 

(5-6 grade) 

Middle 
School 

Aware 
Strength, 

Improving  
Improve Motivation 

*Diagnostic Tool 

* Program based on the diagnostic result related to the Underachieving Learning Type Diagnostic 
Tool(4 types –Hard Working, Control, Motivation, Behavior Pattern) 

Application Program for Teachers: Current Underachieved 
Student Support Program Development Status 



Program Example: Basic skill improvement program 

■ Behavior Control Program 

Targeting the elementary school 3-4 grade level 

underachieved student, the goal of this program is 

to help students to learn how to plan and manage 

in basic. In order for students to control their 

behavior naturally, this program consists of 

clarifying one’s goal, evaluating behavior pattern 

and planning to achieve one’s goal, and practicing 

the plan repeatedly. 



■ Visual Perception Practice Program 

This program is for the under achieved students 

with visual perception problems. The goal for this 

program is to improve student’s visual perception 

ability. The target of this program is all grade-level in 

the elementary school. “Basic Healthy, Learning 

Ability Improvement” program is composed of 6 

contents such as visual discrimination, spatial 

relation, shape consistency, figure background, 

visual integration, and visual-sport coordination. 

Program Example: Basic skill improvement program 



■ Social Skill Practice Program 

Social skill includes “interaction skill”, “self-

management skill”, “successful school adaptation 

skill”, “effective communication express skill” 

and “practice strength skill”. This program is 

designed for students to learn these 5 skills 

naturally under various circumstances and 

through contexts. 

There are 5 modules with 4 sessions each.(Total 

of 20 sessions) 

Program Example: Basic skill improvement program 



Program Example: “Familiarize with Learning” program 

- Since it is difficult to improve underachieved student’s learning skills by only 
using the learning-guidance material, the alternate program to focus on the 
student’s strength is used together 

Strength Based Learning Support Program 

Motivation Improvement Program 

- Program for ‘Motivation Type’ students 
- Program for ‘Control Type’ students 
- Program for ‘Behavior Pattern Type’ students 
-    Program for elementary school upper level students (5-6 grade) 

- For elementary school middle level students (3-4 grade) 
- For elementary school upper level students (5-6 grade) 

Learning Coaching Program 



Frame of Strength Based Learning Support Program Development 

(Virtues in Action) (Peterson & Seligman, 2004) 

“Getting Used to Studying” Program (Strength) 

Wisdom Humanity Courage Control Justice Beyond 

Creativity 
 

Curiosity 
 

Openness 
 

Desire to  
Learn 

 
Wisdom 

 
 

Love 
 

Courteous 
 

Social  
Intelligence 

 

Courage 
 

Patience 
 

Honesty 
 

Vitality 

Generosity 
 

Modesty 
 

Prudence 
 

Self-control 

Citizenship 
 

Fairness 
 

Leadership 

Eye for  
Beauty 

 
Gratitude 

 
Optimism 

 
Sense of  
Humor 

 
Spirituality 

Module 

Element 



“Getting Used to Studying” Program (Strength) 







High Motivation 
 

Low Control 

 

Type 2(Motivation) 
 

Motivation Improvement 
Program –  

Motivation Type 
 
 

Internal value, Goal-Oriented 
Belonging, Empowerment 

 

 

Type 1 (Hard Working) 
 

Learning Coach Program 
 
 

Learning Strategy Map 
Support Studying Loss 

High Control 

Type 4 (Behavior Pattern) 
 

Motivation Improvement 
Program – 

 Behavior Pattern Type 
 

Successful Experience, Goal-Oriented, 
Complicated Desire, Empowerment 

 

Type 3(Control) 
 

Improving Motivation 
Program –  

Control Type 
 
 

Success Expectation Enhancement 
Studying Value Enhancement 

 
Low Motivation 

Application Program of Underachievement Learning Type Diagnostic 
Test Result: Improving Motivation/learning Coach Program 



Behavior Pattern can be observed most commonly in the underachieved students. Students usually do 

not set a goal in learning rather tend to behave impulsively for the immediate satisfaction. First of all, it 

is important to wean underachieved students on successful learning experiences. Program consists of 

various art and physical activities, so that students can understand and adapt the appropriate behaviors 

(effort, cooperation, challenge, future plan, choosing and responsibility). 

 

Module Section Title Goal 

Introduction 1 Who I am Program Introduction and Establish Basic Rules 

Internal 

Attribution 

2 Flying Airplane Understand the Importance of Effort 

3 Save the Eggs Understand the Importance of Cooperation 

4 To the Sky  Understand the significant of discouragement and challenge 

Successful 

Experiences 

5 
Tell me about 

yourself 
Understanding my Strength 

6 Failure? Success! Experience Success 

7 I can do it Build Optimistic Thinking 

Empowerment 
8 Life Graph Future Plans 

9 Curiosity Emotion Recognition and Expression 

Responsibility 

and Decision 

10 Change Language Understand Responsibility and Decision 

11 Write a Pledge Promise Change of Behavior 

Program for Student with Behavior Patterns 



<Sample Program> 
 
• Instructor’s Manual for Understanding the Traits of Underachieved Students 
• Consulting Underachieved Students for the Elementary School Teachers 
• Teaching Strategy on Reading, Writing, and Math for the Underachieved Students 
• Educational Guide for the Middle School Teachers 

Professional Training Program for Teachers 



Affiliated Supporting Material at the School Level 












