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Where is Korean Art in American Art History Textbooks 

 and Curriculum? 

• Not present (in most of the general art history textbooks and curricula) 

 

• Present as a very brief transition between Chinese and Japanese art (in newest 

art history textbooks and curricula that have slightly bit more non-western art 

included) 

   

• Present in some Asian art theme textbooks (these books mainly focus on 

Chinese and Indian art) 

 

 

 

 

 



Brommer, G. Discovering Art History, 2006, 4th Ed.  Davis.  

 

• Discovering Art Korean art is one of  the most 

popular textbooks for advanced placement art 

history courses in American High Schools. 

 

• This text includes only one chapter dealing 

diversity in art entitled “Art of  the Non-Western 

World”, and Korean art is not discussed. 

American K-12 Art History Textbooks 

That Do Not Mention Korean Art 



Janson, H. W. History of  Art: The Western Tradition, 2015, 8th 

Ed.  

 

• First published in 1962, Janson’s History of  
Art has set the standard for art history 

textbooks in US and Europe. 

 

• Focus on Western art, Western point of  view, 

and artworks displayed in famous Western 

European and American museums. 

 

• No mentioning of  Korean art at all (in most 

of  the editions). 

American Art History Textbooks Without Korean Art 



Harrison, C. An Introduction to Art, 2009, Yale University Press. 335 pages. 

 

Zaczek, I., Chilvers, I., Welton, J. Art That Changed The World, 2013, DK Publishing. 400 

pages. 

  

 

American Art History Textbooks Without Korean Art 



Janson, H. A. History of  Art: The Western Tradition, 2015, 8th 

Ed.  

 

• While the titles of  these textbooks refer to 

general, world art history, these textbooks 

focus only on western art. 

 

• If  any non-western art is included, it is 

discussed only in relations to western art.  

 

A closer look: 



Kleiner, F. Gardner's Art through the Ages: Non-Western Perspectives, 2010, 13th Ed.  Wadsworth Cengage.  

 

• In Gardner's Art through the Ages: Non-Western 
Perspectives Korean art is combined with Chinese art. 

 

• None of  the chapter subheadings are specific to Korea 

 

• Only 2 pages per section specifically address Korea, a 

total of  4 pages in a 288 page text. 

American Art History Textbooks   

That Mention Korean Art 



• In Gardner's Art through the Ages: 
A Global History Korean art is again 

combined with Chinese art. 

 

• Again, none of  the chapter subheadings 

are specific to Korea 

 

• Only 2 pages per section specifically 

address Korea, a total of  2 pages in a 

608 page text. 

Kleiner, F. Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Global History, Vol. 1, 2012, 14th ed..  Wadsworth Cengage.  

 



• In Gardner's Art through the Ages: 
A Global History Korean art is again 

combined with Chinese art. 

 

• Again, none of  the chapter subheadings 

are specific to Korea 

 

• Only 2 pages per section specifically 

address Korea, a total of  2 pages in a 

608 page text. 

Kleiner, F. Gardner's Art through the Ages: A Global History, Vol. 2, 2015, 15th ed..  Wadsworth Cengage.  

 



O’Riley, F. Art Beyond the West, 2012, 3rd ed..  Pearson.  

 

• In Art Beyond the West Korean art is 

combined with Japan. 

 

• Chapter subheadings are specific to 

Korea, integrated on a chronological 

basis with Japanese art. 

 

• Each area addressing Korea specifically 

in only 1 or 2 pages, a total of  

approximately 5 pages in a 368 page 

text. 



In this format Korean Art is used in a transitional way, here 

creating the link between the Japanese burial mounds and the 

Shinto Tradition and the Japanese Asuka period. 



La Plante, J. Asian Art, 1991, 3rd ed..  McGraw Hill Education.  

 

• In the 1991 text Asian Art Korean art 

is not addressed, not even in the 

transmission of  Buddhism from China 

to Japan. 

 

• There is no mention of  Korea in the 

table of  contents or even the glossary. 

 



La Plante, J. Asian Art, 1991, 3rd ed..  McGraw Hill Education.  

 

 

• There are no examples of  Korean Art, and Korea is 

limited to passages such as this. 

 



Lee, S. Far Eastern Art, 1994, 5th ed..  Prentice Hall.  

 

• In Art Beyond the West Korean 

art is combined with other Areas 

of  East Asia. 

 

• Chapter subheadings are specific 

to Korea, placed as transitions 

between China and Japan. 

 

• Each area addressing Korea 

specifically in only 2 to 4 pages, a 

total of  approximately 10 pages in 

a 304 page text. 



	

Western Paradise of  Buddha Amitābha, c. 570 CE, stone sculpture, Northern Qi Dynasty 

from Cave 2 in southern Xiangtangshan, Freer and Sackler Galleries, Washington D.C.  

Photograph by Robert Stevenson. 

 



	

The Descent of  Amitabha Buddha, 14th century 

CE, paint of  silk Koryo Dynasty, Leeum 

Samsung Museum of  Art, Seoul from 

“Amitabha Triad”; Virtual Collection of  

Asian Masterpieces ;  

http://masterpieces.asemus.museum, 2013.  

	

Raigo of  Amida (Amitabha) and 

Twenty-five Attendants, 13th 

century CE, color on silk, 

Kamakura Period, Kyoto 

National Museum, Kyoto from 

“Masterpieces of  KNM”; 

Kyoto National Museum;  

kyohaku.go.jp, n.d.  

Western Paradise of  

Buddha Amitābha, c. 570 

CE, stone sculpture, 

Northern Qi Dynasty 

from Cave 2 detail. 



Neave, Blanchard & Sardar. Asian Art, 2014, 1st ed..  Pearson.  

 

• In Asian Art is a text which 

explores South, Southeast, 

and East Asian Art. 

 

• Again Korean art is 

combined with Japan. 

 

• In the section exploring 

Korea and Japanese art 

Korea is treated specifically,  

but in only 1 out of  5 

chapters. 

 

• The Chapter “An Unknown 

Land, A People Divided: 

Korean Art from Prehistory 

to the Present” is 33 pages 

in a 432 page text. 

Recent Improvement 



Lee, K. Masterpieces of  Korean Art , 2010, Korean Foundation. 

 

Amirsadeghi, H., Joseph, M. Ed.  Korean Art: The Power of  Now, 2014, Thames & Hudson. 

 

• General art history textbooks that will have world art 

focus and that will also give enough space to Korean art. 

 

• Art history textbooks that will focus only on Korean art, 

its uniqueness, and its distinction from Chinese and 

Japanese art. 

 

• Art textbooks (art history, art theory, art techniques 

manuals) that will focus on specific art periods, styles, 

genres that will include valuable Korean art examples 

pertinent to the topic (e.g. the book I am writing - a 

textbook for the class I have developed and teach - Eco 

Art and Design).     

 

A need for new direction in 

American textbooks 


