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                Korea in American Textbooks 

Analysis of content about Korea 

♦ History 
• Appears in ‘East Asia’ or ‘World War II’ sections 
• Significantly small amount of contents compares 

to China and Japan 
  
♦ Economy 
• Mostly appears in the section on ‘Trading with US’ 

and ‘the Economic Growth of Asia’ 
• One of ‘Four Dragons’ with Singapore, Taiwan, and 

Hong Kong 



                Korea in American Textbooks 

♦ Geography 
• Korean Peninsula, South Korea and North Korea 

labels, Borders of Korea in 1950 and 1953. 
• Correction of ‘Sea of Japan’ label to double label as 

‘East Sea (Sea of Japan)’ 
  

♦ Other Korea Related Contents 
• Korean language 
• Buddihism in Korea 
• Accomplishment of Korean culture in the period of 

Goryeo (Goryeo celadons, Woodblocks) 
• Art textbooks 
  - few description on Korean traditional art 
  - Korean artist, Nam June Paik in the post-modern art                      
    textbooks 
  
  



                Korea in American Textbooks 

William J. Duiker, etc. 『World History, Volume 1: To 1800, 7th 
Edition』, High School, Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2012. 

 

 

 
 
 

Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

World history, Volume 1: To 1800, 7th 

Edition  

Author William J. Duiker, etc. 

Publisher Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 

Publish Year 2012 

Target High School Students 
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The Sokkuram Budda 

Shown here is the 
eighth-century 

Sokkuram Budda, 
created during the 

Silla dynasty.  

 
Pulguksa Bell Tower 

Among the greatest architectural 
achievements on Korea peninsula.  



                Korea in American Textbooks 



                Korea in American Textbooks 

William J. Duiker, etc. 『World History, Volume 2: To 1500, 7th 
Edition』, High School, Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2012. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

World history, Volume 1: To 1500, 7th 

Edition  

Author William J. Duiker, etc. 

Publisher Wadsworth Cengage Learning 

Publish Year 2012 

Target High School Students 
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In 1894, the Qing went to 
war with Japan over 
Japanese incursions into 
the Korean peninsula, 
which threatened China’s 
long-held suzerainty over 
the area. 

Korea paid tributes to China but  
maintained political independence  
from China.  
Therefore, the phrase,  
“… China’s long-held suzerainty  
over the area…” should be deleted. 
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 Japanese annexation  

of Korea occurred  

in the year of 1910. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

The American Nation: Civil War to 

Present 

Author James West Davidson 

Publisher Pearson Prentice Hall 

Publish Year 2005 

Target High School Students 

James West Davidson, 『The American Nation: Civil War to 
Present』, High School, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. 
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Sea of Japan  

should be labeled  

as ‘East Sea’,  

or double labeled as 
 ‘East Sea (Sea of Japan)’. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
America : Pathway the Present 

Author Andrew Cayton, etc. 

Publisher Pearson Prentice Hall 

Publish Year 2007 

Target High School Students 

Andrew Cayton, etc, 『America: Pathway to the Present』, 
High School, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007. 
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Sea of Japan  

should be labeled  

as ‘East Sea’,  

or double labeled as 
 ‘East Sea (Sea of Japan)’. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

Give me liberty! : An American history 

volume 2 

Author Eric Foner 

Publisher Norton 

Publish Year 2014 

Target High School Students 

Eric Foner, 『Give me liberty! : An American history, volume 
2,』, High School, New York: Norton, 2014. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Art History, 5th edition 

Author Marilyn Stokstad, Michael W. Cothren 

Publisher Pearson Prentice Hall 

Publish Year 2014 

Target High School Students 

Marilyn Stokstad, Michael W. Cothren 『Art History, 5th 
Edition』, High School, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2014. 
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                Korea in American Textbooks 

Jeffrey Brodd, Gregory L. Sobolewski, 『World Religions: A 
voyage of discovery』, High School,  Saint Mary’s Press, 2009. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
World Religions : A voyage of Discovery 

Author Warren Mattews 

Publisher Saint Mary’s Press 

Publish Year 2009 

Target High School Students 
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Older Confucians,  

seeking to embody  

the concept of  

Chun-tzu, converse  

during a ceremony  

at the Sung Kyun Kwan 

Temple in Korea   
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Warren Matthews, 『World Religions』, High School, 
Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2010. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
World Religions  

Author Warren Mattews 

Publisher Wadsworth Cengage Learning 

Publish Year 2010 

Target High School Students 
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Korea should be described as a nation with equally distributed - 

population of atheists and theists along with the similar proportion of - 

Christians (including Protestants and Catholics) and Buddhists. 

   Religions of the World – Korea : (Chinese Religions) 
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Buddhism  

Buddhism was first introduced to Korea  

during the Three Kingdoms period  

from China.  

Year 399 should be corrected to 372. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

Discovering Our Past; A history of the 

world(early ears) 

Author Jackson J. Spielvogel 

Publisher Mcgraw-Hill 

Publish Year 2014 

Target Secondary School Students 

Jackson J. Spielvogel, 『Discovering Our Past: A history of the 
world(early ages)』, Secondary School, Mcgraw-Hill, 2014. 
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Early Empires of Korea, 
Japan, and Southeast  

The Three Kingdoms  
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In the popular Korean Fan dance, 
 dancers in traditional robes hold 

 brightly colored fans.  
They open and close and move 

 the fans  
To make shapes of  

Butterflies, flowers, and waves 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Economics Today and Tomorrow 

Author Roger Leroy Miller 

Publisher Mcgraw-Hill 

Publish Year 2003 

Target Secondary School Students 

Roger Leroy Miller, 『Economics Today and Tomorrow』, 
Secondary School, McGraw-Hill Education, 2003. 
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As of 2014,  

the GDP of Korea 

per capita should 

be updated to 28,739. 

It is recommended  

to update with  

the latest data. 
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It is recommended 
to mark  
Korean population  
on the map.  
As of 2014,  
the population of  
Korea is 50,423,955. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sea of Japan  

should be labeled  
as ‘East Sea’,  

or double labeled as 
 ‘East Sea (Sea of Japan)’. 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 

International  Politics 

 on the world stage 

Author John T. Rourke 

Publisher Mcgraw-Hill 

Publish Year 2008 

Target Secondary School Students 

John T. Rourke, 『International Politics on the world stage』, 
Secondary School, McGraw-Hill Education, 2008. 
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A Korean farmer  

stages a  

protest against  

The Korea-U.S FTA 
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Nation (Language) America (English) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
United States: History & Geography 

Author Joyce Appleby, etc. 

Publisher Mcgraw-Hill 

Publish Year 2014 

Target Secondary School Students 

Joyce Appleby, etc., 『United States: History & Geography』, 
Secondary School, McGraw-Hill Education, 2008. 
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The Korean War 
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  To maintain and further develop our friendly 

relationship, which both the Korean and American 

governments are pursuing, in-depth understanding 

of each other’s history and culture is a prerequisite. 

To do so, contents about Korea in American 

textbooks must be enhanced both in quantity and 

quality. 

 

Conclusion: Summary and Proposal 



                            Thank you 
            감사합니다  


