
From Common Core to 
Collections 

Developing Educational Content to a 
New Generation of Standards 



Common Core State Standards 

• The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a 
set of standards in mathematics and English 
language arts that define the knowledge and 
skills students are supposed to gain throughout 
their K-12 education. 

• They were developed by state officials, but the 
goal was to create a consistent set of standards to 
be adopted nationwide. 

• CCSS has been adopted by 44 of the 50 states and 
the District of Columbia.  
 



Success and Controversy 

• Implementation of CCSS speeded up after the 
Obama administration used federal education 
funds to encourage states to adopt the standards. 

• CCSS is controversial. Some groups believe that it 
gives the federal government too much influence 
over education.  

• Others object to the standardized tests developed 
for CCSS and their use to evaluate teachers.  



New Approach 
• CCSS takes a new 

approach to English 
curriculum. While it does 
not require specific texts 
to be taught, it does 
require more rigorous 
texts.  

• CCSS also requires a 
greater percentage of 
texts to be informative 
nonfiction. 



Collections 

• HMH developed the 
Collections program 
specifically to meet 
CCSS requirements for 
English. 

• This program for grades 
6 to 12 is available in a 
print edition and a 
digital edition (eBook). 
 



Teacher Resources 

• An online teacher 
dashboard groups 
resources by standard, 
topic, or genre. 

• The dashboard helps 
teachers monitor 
progress, provide 
remediation, and give 
online feedback. 



Thematic Organization 

• Each book contains six 
collections of nonfiction 
and literary texts. The 
collections are 
organized by theme. 

• The themes are chosen 
to encourage discussion 
and debate.  



Table of Contents 
• CCSS emphasizes 

informational nonfiction 
because understanding 
such texts is important for 
college and career 
success.  

• Collections has more 
informational nonfiction 
than earlier programs 
had. The texts are also 
generally more difficult 
than in earlier programs.  
 



Anchor Texts 
• Each collection has one or 

two main texts, or anchor 
texts. 

• For the eBook, HMH has 
created close-read 
screencasts for each 
anchor text. 

• The screencasts model 
how to closely read and 
analyze the text. In a 
screencast, two people 
discuss a passage and 
mark it up. 



Digital Features 

• The eBook supports 
close reading with  
annotation tools such 
as highlighting and 
notes.  

• The notes can be saved, 
tagged, and organized. 

• Students can use the 
notes to help answer 
questions and complete 
performance tasks.  



Interactive Reader 

• Each collection is linked 
to an interactive reader 
with additional 
selections that students 
can mark up as they 
read. 

• These readers provide 
additional support for 
close reading. 



Contemporary Texts and Media 
• Collections  emphasizes 

contemporary texts and 
media. 

• Even in this collection 
containing Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, there is a long 
recent article about a 
nonprofit group devoted to 
combating street violence. 

• We also provide excerpts 
from two film adaptations 
of Hamlet for students to 
compare.  



Innovative Assessment 
• CCSS assessment includes 

writing assignments in 
which students must 
closely analyze more than 
one text.  

• Each collection in the 
HMH program offers two 
performance tasks that 
require students to 
compare or synthesize 
texts. 



Writing Process 

• The performance tasks 
guide students through 
each stage of the 
writing process.  



Additional Resources 

• HMH provides 
additional resources 
with Collections. 

• One resource is the FYI 
website with links to 
online articles that are 
thematically related to 
the collections. 



FYI 

• These links are updated 
each month.  

• Anyone can access the 
FYI site. 
 

• https://hmhfyi.com/6-
12/ 
 



Skills Instruction 

• Collections also includes 
a series of interactive 
lessons that teach 
writing and speaking 
and listening skills. 
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