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Schools in the Czech republic

• Primary schools – 9 years (age 6 – 15)
– Geography from the age of 11, only one year of regional 

geography of the world (13 years old children)
– Every school has it‘s own „education programme“

• High schools – 4, 6 or 8 years (age 11-19)
– One or two years of regional geography

• Universities and Technical universities
– Very specific



Part 1

Korea in Czech textbooks and atlases



Official tools for geography education

• Textbooks and workbooks
• Atlases

– those two categories has to be approved by 
Ministry of Education, reviewed by experts

• Wall maps and handy maps
– All of those three above in printed and digital 

(online) version
• „Digital learning materials“ – prepared by 

teachers themselves





Primary school textbooks
• Very basic information 
• Mentioning existence of the country 

and stressing it‘s advanced economy
• Physical and natural aspects of the 

peninsula are mentioned in the part 
describing the whole continent

• Very scarce information about people, 
language, religion...

• No pictures or other graphic media



High school – general textbooks

• More detailed information 
• History since 1950
• Detailed economical view
• Physical and natural aspects of the 

peninsula are mentioned in the part 
describing the whole continent

• Demography and related subjects 
covered by the whole region 
(continent) part

• Few pictures, usually poor quality



Grammar schools – specialized
textbooks

• Usually very detailed information 
• History
• Physical geography and environment
• Population and demography
• Details on economy
• More pictures of varying quality
• Sometimes graphs and tables



Digital learning materials
• Funded by European Union
• Created by teachers themselves
• Many types of materials – presentations, 

papers, multimedia, videos, tests, games
• Expanding topics covered (or no) by textbooks
• Quality very patchy, from very good ones to 

very poor
• Don‘t need any official certificate







Czech contemporary school atlases

• School Atlas of the World, School Atlas of Asia –
Kartografie Praha

• School Atlas of the Contemporary World – Terra
• School Atlas of the World – SHOCart

• Only those three has Certificate of Ministry of 
Education and therefore are official School 
Atlases



School Atlas of the World - SHOCart
2nd edition, 2013



School Atlas of the Contemporary
World – Terra

2nd edition, 2011



School Atlas of the World, School
Atlas of Asia – Kartografie Praha

• 3rd edition (digital)
• many reprints
• 1st edition 1951



Other forms of geography information

• digital media – CD, DVD
• online media – web sites, mobile applications
• leaflets, brochures

• main advantage: instantly up-to-date

www.skolniatlassveta.cz



Maps updating
• Many different sources

– statistical data and yearbooks (Britannica)
– online and paid databases
– other atlases and maps
– news and media

• Population and economic data are monitored 
constantly and are revised annually (ex. Seoul 
became the 3rd largest agglomeration in the 
world)



Cooperation and evaluation

• Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
• Geographical names commission – Surveyor‘s Office
• Statistical office
• Other cartographical companies

• Every piece of information and statistic must be 
critically evaluated – especially those from unknown 
or less reliable sources

• Team of editors



Part 2

How to introduce Korea to Czech students?



Korea in the Czech Republic today

Perception of Korea has changed over last 25 
years. Together with Korean investment into 
Czech economy rises awareness about the 
country and it‘s achievements – people know 
brands like Samsung, LG, Hyundai or KIA. The 
Question is whether this economical importance 
is reflected in Geography textbooks 
accordingly?



Many things has changed

• Korea‘s economy is presented as 
one of the most dynamic in the 
world

• Eastern Sea and Dokdo Island 
are presented in Czech textbooks 
and atlases

• Maps are often updated, 
especially population of cities and 
agglomeration

• Thematic maps are usually 



Problems

• As you could see, there‘s definitely room for 
improvement

• Almost zero pictures (poor quality)
• Information concentrates on economy 

(obviously), but misses Korean culture and it‘s 
people almost entirely

• Very often inaccurate information



Things that might help

• Concise but quality leaflet might achieve more 
than „30 pages“ brochure

• Photographs, pictures, videos, maps, graphs, 
statistics

• Website (in Czech) introducing Korea – could 
be more elaborate, but targeted on children

• A game? Board game, online, mobile 
application



Things that also might help
• Concentrate on quality not quantity
• Let's be realistic, the amount of information 

will not increase dramatically in the future, the 
quality might

• Economical statistics are easily available, 
information about demography, culture, or 
physical geography of Korea less so

• Seminars for teachers are proving to be very 
fruitful



How?

• I think it's quite easy to give some suggestions 
how to make perception of Korea among 
students more accurate, or up-to-date.
The difficult question however is, how to 
approach them. Through textbooks and 
atlases makers (us) or directly address 
teachers and children? The later is much more 
difficult but can bring more success.



Summary

• The quality of Czech textbooks and atlases 
vary from one publisher to another

• Things have changed over last few years
• There‘s still room for improvement, especially 

in information quality and their extent, media 
and availability of quality resources



Thank You very much for your
attention
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