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"The acquisition of a foreign language must become part of the basic literacy of
the child on a par with reading and writing. It is argued that the traditional point
of view of primary education as vernacular education is unrealistics, because
even by a narrow definition of bilingualism at least half of the world's population
is bilingual: and in any case everyone lives in a world in which many different
languages are spoken and therefore it is not defensible to create through
education a rigidity monolinguistics setting. If education has to reflect the
realities with which we have to live, other languages and other cultures should
Impinge on children from the earliest stage of formal education." H.H.Stern
1969. P26. Foreign Language Education in primary schools, edited by Peter
Doye and Alison, Hurrell, Education Committees, Councils for Cultural Co-
operation, Council of Europe Press, 1997
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The general goals of Korea’s education stated in the Education Law are,
under the ideal of ‘hongikinkan’ (a man contributing to the overall benefit of
humankind— the founding spirit of the first kingdom in Korean history) , to
assist all people: to discipline themselves as well-developed persons, to lead a
humane life through developing the ability for independent life and
democratic citizenship, and to contribute for developing the nation as a
democratic state, and for promoting the prosperity of all humankind.

On the basis of the stated ideals of education, the well-educated person
targeted by the national curriculum is defined as follows:

A person who seeks to develop his/her own individuality on the basis of
well-rounded and wholesome development;

A person who demonstrates creative ability on the basis of a solid
grounding in basic knowledge and skills;
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A person who explores career paths on the basis of broad intellectual knowledge and
skills in diverse academic disciplines;

A person who creates new values on the basis of understanding of the national culture;
and

A person who contributes to the development of the community where he/she lives, on
the basis of democratic citizenship.

The primary school education puts emphasis on helping students acquire basic abilities, skills
and habits essential for learning and daily life. The secondary school education pts more
emphasis on the democratic citizenship and career education on the basis of the primary

education. (Reference: An International Comparative Study of School Curriculum, National Institute for Educational
Research (NIER), 1999)
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Teaching iIs therefore, an approach (and not a method)
that aims to (a) make communicative competence the
goel of language teaching and (b) develop procedures
for the teaching of the four language skills that
acknowledge the Interdependence of language and
communication. (Richords and Rodgers, 2001, P.155)

M 3R O & SR — “Learners language skills
develop through the learners actively using and
reflecting on the language inside and outside the
classroom”
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37 [d9g® FT€ “Integration of language learning
with other school subject can offer benefits to all arias
of the curriculum as well as reinforce children’s
conceptual developments and help them see
connections between the foreign language and other
aspects of their learning” (Doye and Hurrell, 1997). |
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Foreign Language Learning enhance the child's Ability
to communicate, to listen and react. He becomes more
self confident through development of personal and
social skills. Through learning a foreign language he
gains an awareness of his mother tongue.
Furthermore he is after to distinguish different sounds,
rhythms and cadences. The child becomes highly
motivated to discover the wider world around him.
Foreign Language Learning and Teaching can also be
understand as fun and laughter therapy". (Hurrell

1995-72) foreign language education in primary
schools. (age 5/6 to 11/12) Edited by Peter Doye and

.
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