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Source: Korea Education Development Institute(KEDI), 
                                   Educational Statistics, 2008.  
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                         Source: The Ministry of Education, 2014.  
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                         Source: The Ministry of Education, 2014.  
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Source: Korea Education Development Institute(KEDI), 

                                   Educational Statistics, 2008.  
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                         Source: The Ministry of Education, 2012.  
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[              ] 
Legal Grounds and Structure of National Curriculum 



 Common Curriculum  
Primary School  Middle School High School School 

Year 

 Classification 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Subject 

Korean 238 204 204 204 170 136 136 136 

Elective 
Subjects 

Korean 
210 238 

Ethics 34 34 34 34 68 68 34 34 
Math 

120 136 Society 102 102 102 102 102 102 136 170 
(K.H.68) 

Math 136 136 136 136 136 136 102 136 
Disciplined Life 

60 68 Science 102 102 102 102 102 136 136 102 

Practical 
Course 

․ ․ 68 68 
Tech. Home 

Wise Life 
90 68 68 102 102 102 

P.E. 102 102 102 102 102 102 68 68 
Enjoyable Life 

180 204 
Music 68 68 68 68 68 34 34 34 

Arts 68 68 68 68 34 34 68 34 We are Grade 1 
80 ․ Lang. 

(English) 
34 34 68 68 102 102 136 136 

Discretionary Activities 60 68 68 68 68 68 136 136 136 204 
Extra-curriculum 30 34 34 68 68 68 68 68 68 68 8 units 

Annual class hours  830 850 986 986 1,088 1,088 1,156 1,156 1,156 1,224 144 units 
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State-
made 

State-
appro
ved 

Superint
endent-
Recogni
zed 

The state 
develops and 
owns the 
copyright for 
them.  

 

 53 books(9%) 

Developed by 
private 
publishers and 
passed 
evaluation  
 42 books (7%) 

Recognized 
by 
superintendent  

  
 494 books 

(84%) 

Legal Grounds and Status of Textbook System 



 

- Defined paper quality (76mg), but free choice of size and pages 

- Textbooks for primary school will be developed by theme. 

 

- Pricing will be decided by publishers. 

- Over-pricing can be ordered to be adjusted. 

 

- Individual schools will form a selection committee.  

- School Operation Committee will review textbooks.  

Textbook Policy Orientation  



Existing 
Textbook 
Content 

Textbook with legal status(subject to review) Additional function(not subject to review) 

1 3 2 Rich learning materials 
Learning  

Aid 
Linked to  
external  
material 

Glossary 

Multimedia  
material 

Exercise 

Supplementary 
Materials 

Class Aid  
(Real/ non-real time interaction, 

e-portfolio, etc.) Exercise question  
DB and content   

management 
Academic  
diagnosis/  
prescription 

Management 
(progress, grading) 

Linked to 
open market 

(Edunet, 
Cyber Home Study,  

  EBS, EBRD) 

Content 

※ Digital textbooks: Adds glossary, multimedia material, exercise, supplementary content to the existing textbook 
        Rich learning material           learning aid and manager function                   possibility to be linked with open  
   education content market  

1 3 2 

 

Digital Textbooks 

                         Source: The Ministry of Education, 2014.  



Provide diverse learning material for comparison Provide learning resource for indirect experience 

Compare the community of past and today Museum tour and interview watching via video 

Understanding contour via group activity 
Provide panorama image or footage for  

the area or object hard to be seen directly  

                         Source: Korea Education Research and Information Service, 2015.  



Structure allowing free exploration and activities Diverse elective activities and organization 

Dragging supports learning  

Allow manipulation close to reality 

Textbook and experiments are combined for 
convenience  

Diverse games to help greater understanding 

                         Source: Korea Education Research and Information Service, 2015.  



Allows for surveying, recording, and sharing Provide immediate feedback for activity 

Support discussion  
and debate through  

diverse survey reports  

Feedback for activity and exercise result 

                         Source: Korea Education Research and Information Service, 2015.  



 

- At the beginning of each semester, all students are given a 

certification number differentiated by school to download digital 

textbooks.  

- Students can download and view them to their PC, smart phones, 

or mobile devices with internet connection.  

-https://st.edunet.net/viewCntl/manual_tab1 

 

https://st.edunet.net/viewCntl/manual_tab1


Thank you! 
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