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1. Collection and selection  
    of textbooks for analysis 

 Standard 

- Selected from the list of social textbooks 

suggested by the national agency for education 

and collected through Embassy of the Republic 

of Korea in the Kingdom of  Sweden 
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2. List of analyzed textbooks 

 Subject 

- History (6) 

 Target 

- Secondary School 
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2. List of analyzed textbooks 

 List 
Textbook Title Author Publisher Publish 

year 
Korea Related 

Content 

1 Slutet på kalla kriget Christine Hatt Gleerups 2004 O 

2 Perspektiv på historien  A Hans Nyström etc. Gleerups 2010 O 

3 Milstolpar Historia A Lars-Göran Alm Natur och Kultur 2007 O 

4 Epos Robert Sanberg etc. Liber 2009 O 

5 Epok, Historia  A Stan Elm etc. Interskol 2007 O 

6 Alla tiders historia Maxi Hans Almgren etc. Gleerups 2010 O 
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Nation (Language) Sweden (Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Slutet på kalla kriget 

Author Christine Hatt 

Publisher Gleerups 

Publish Year 2004 

Target Secondary School 

1) Christine Hatt,『Slutet på kalla kriget』, Secondary School,  
Gleerups, 2003. 
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 This book is a history textbook for secondary 

school and introduces the world during the 
cold war period. 

- The Korea-related content is the text describing the 

summit meeting between the former North Korean 

leader Kim Jong Il and South Korean counterpart Kim Dae 

Jung, which symbolizes the end of the cold war. This is 

supported by photo images.  
 



ADD SUB TITLE p.58~59  
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2) Hans Nyström et al.,『Perspektiv på historien A』, 

Secondary School,  Gleerups, 2010. 

 
 

Nation (Language) Sweden(Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Perspektiv på historien A 

Author Hans Nyström  et al. 

Publisher Gleerups 

Publish Year 2010 

Target Secondary School 
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  The history textbook for secondary school  

- This textbook introduces Korea as one of Japanese 

colonies in 1914, which is followed by a description about 

the outbreak of the Korean War, then international 

background, and the armistice of the war. 

- It includes the text about the Korean War, photos of war 

refugees which is a symbol of the Korean War, and a 

simple map that indicates where Korea lies on the earth.  
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- 0n page 372, describing that Korea’s independence is 

attributed only to outer forces can be misleading because it 

was the result of both Korean people’s independence 

movement and the external developments. It is desirable to 

delete the phrase ‘with the help of the US and USSR troops.’  
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3) Lars-Göran Alm, 『Milstolpar Historia A』, Secondary 
School,  Natur och Kultur , 2007. 

 
 

Nation (Language) Sweden(Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Milstolpar Historia A 

Author Lars-Göran Alm 

Publisher Natur och Kultur 

Publish Year 2007 

Target Secondary School 
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 This book is also a history textbook for 

secondary school and introduces Korea as 
one of Japanese colonies in 1937. 

– It includes a photo of a milestone located at the border 

of the two Koreas as a snapshot of today’s situation of 

Korea. 

– This book also describes how the Korean War broke 

out and developed, as well as the armistice agreement. 

– On page 349, describing that “South Koreans  

     accepted dictatorships” should be deleted. 
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4) Robert Sanberg et al., 『Epos För gymnasieskolans kurs  

A och B』, Secondary School,  Liber,  2009. 

Nation (Language) Sweden(Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Epos För gymnasieskolans kurs  A och B 

Author  Robert Sanberg et al. 

Publisher Liber 

Publish Year 2009 

Target Secondary School 



ADD SUB TITLE 
 This history textbook for secondary school 

includes the description of the Korean War 
and Korea’s independence from Japan. 

– It describes about the outbreak and development of 

the Korean War and the armistice agreement, as well 

as photos about the Korean War.  

–  It indicates that both South and North Koreas 

achieved independence in 1948. It can be supposed 

that the establishment of respective government by 

South and North Koreas was considered as the two 

Koreas’ independence.  
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- However, it is in 1945 when Korea achieved independence 

from Japanese colonial rule. Therefore, it is necessary that the 

year 1948 should be corrected into 1945 for more accurate 

description.  
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ADD SUB TITLE p.547  
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5) Stan Elm et al., 『Epok, Historia A』, Secondary School,  
Interskol,  2007. 

Nation (Language) Sweden(Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Epok ,Historia A 

Author  Stan Elm et al. 

Publisher Interskol 

Publish Year 2007 

Target Secondary School 
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  This history textbook for secondary school 

includes the description of the Korean War 
only when it comes to the Korea-related 
content in it. 

–  Such description starts by saying that Korea was one 

of Japan’s colonies, and is followed by the description 

about the division of the two Koreas, North and South 

Korea’s establishment of respective government, and 

the Korean War including the outbreak, development, 

and armistice of the Korean War.  
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- Like other books, this book also provides a photo of 

refugees which is a symbol of the Korean War.  

 

- The combined description of the truce line and the 38th 

parallel needs to be corrected for more accurate description in 

the textbook. (“The 38th parallel”    “Truce Line”) 
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p.328~329  

“The 38th Parallel” 
         Truce Line 
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6) Hans Almgren et al., 『Alla tiders historia Maxi』, 
Secondary School,  Gleerups,  2010. 

Nation (Language) Sweden(Swedish) 

Signature and 

Subtitle 
Alla tiders historia Maxi 

Author  Hans Almgren et al. 

Publisher Gleerups 

Publish Year 2010 

Target Secondary School 
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 This is another history textbook for 

secondary school, and the only Korea-related 
content in it is the Korean War. 

–  It starts with the description that Korea was one of 

Japan’s colonies and focuses on the Korean War 

including the division of Korea, establishment of 

respective government by South and North Koreas, 

the outbreak, development, and armistice agreement 

of the war.  

– This book also includes a photo of war refugees, 

    a symbol of the Korean War.  



ADD SUB TITLE p.463~464  
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4. Results of Analysis 

 Korea in Swedish textbooks 

- The Korea-related content in Swedish textbooks is only 
limited to certain times, such as the 1910s, before and 
after the World War Ⅱ, at the outbreak of the Korean 
War, and the armistice agreement negotiation period 
from 1950 to 1953.  

- The biggest portion of it concerns the Korean War. Of 

course, Korea is briefly described as one of Japanese 

colonies, which is also mentioned  when the Korean  

War is addressed. 
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4. Results of Analysis 

 Korea in Swedish textbooks 

- On the other hand, Swedish textbooks provide concrete 

description of the Korean War together with all the 

photos. 

- Therefore, it is safe to say that the Korean War 

embodies Korea in Swedish textbooks.  
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5. Conclusion:  

Summary and Proposal 
– Swedish social textbooks describe very little or nothing 

about Korea. Topics that are discussed in Swedish 
textbooks about Korea are very limited in range and little 
in amount. 

– To maintain and further develop our friendly relationship, 
which both the Korean and Swedish governments are 
pursuing, in-depth understanding of each other’s history 
and culture is a prerequisite. To do so, content about 
Korea in Swedish textbooks and supplements must be 
enhanced both in quantity and quality. 
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Thank you  
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