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1. List of history textbooks used in  Korea and the U.K. 
 



 Great Migration of Germanic Peoples: Britain is introduced as belonging to the Western Roman Empire. 

 Characteristics of the dynasties of Medieval Europe 

 The Crusades 

 Regions under the influence of the Roman Catholic Church 

 Establishment of universities: Oxford, Cambridge, Glasgow 

2. How the U.K. is introduced in  Korean history textbooks 
 



 Hundred Years’ War (1453); Wars of the Roses (1458) 

 Renaissance: Thomas More  and “The Renaissance”(1516) 

 Absolute Monarchy: Elizabeth I  

 Early modern philosophy: Francis Bacon’s “Empiricism,” Thomas Hobbes’ 

“Leviathan,”  John Locke’s ”On Government” 

 Laissez-faire economy: Adam Smith’s “The Wealth of Nations” 

 The Puritan Revolution (1649), The Glorious Revolution (1688) 

2. How the U.K. is introduced in  Korean history textbooks  



 The birthplace of the Industrial Revolution; The World’s Factory 

 Changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution: growth of urban population; growth of 

port cities like Liverpool, Glasgow, Bristol, etc.; labor issues (miserable life of workers, 

children, female workers); environmental pollution 

2. How the U.K. is introduced in  Korean history textbooks  



 The Great Exhibition (1851): The world’s first industrial expo  

 Opium Wars (1840-1842); Treaty of Nanjing – Cession of Hong Kong to the U.K. (1842); 

Return of Hong Kong to China (1998) 

 British imperialism: Control of Asia and Africa; Social evolution theory and racialism   

 India becomes a British colony; Sepoy Rebellion; Formation of the Indian National Congress 

and the nationalist movement 

 Africa regarded as a base for the supply of slaves for Europe; Nationalism movement 

   - In the 18th Century, the U.K. controlled the slave trade in Africa; Boer Wars; Battle of 

Isandlwana 

 The carving up of the world by imperial world powers 

2. How the U.K. is introduced in  Korean history textbooks  



 World War I (1914): The U.K. enters the war on the side of the Allies.     

 The U.K. engages in trade protectionism in a bid to reduce losses caused by the Great Depression; 

Block economy between the U.K. and the British Commonwealth of Nations 

 World War II: Started with the U.K. and France declaring war on Germany, following Germany’s 

annexation of the Sudetenland   

 Development of information/communications: Publication of George Orwell’s “1984” 

2. How the U.K. is introduced in  Korean history textbooks  



3. How  Korea is introduced in U.K. history textbooks 
 

Author (year of 

publication) 
Titles of books 

Korea as a Japanese colony 

(1930s) 

 The Korean 

War 

Jim McCabe et al (2009) 
AQA GCSE History B International Relations: 

Conflict and Peace in the 20th Century 
○ ○ 

Robin Bunce et al (2009) 

Edexcel GCSE History A: The Making of the 

Modern World; Unit 1 Peace and War: Interna

tional Relations 1900-91 

○ × 

Ben Walsh et al (2009) Edexcel GCSE Modern World History ○ × 

Martin Canon et al 

(2009) 
20th Century World History ○ ○ 

John D. Clare et al (2009) GCSE History AQA B Modern World History × ○ 

John Aldred (2010) Aspects of International Relations, 1945-2004 × ○ 

Alan Scadding (2009) Revise GCSE History × ○ 
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3. How  Korea is introduced in U.K. history textbooks: The Korean War 
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Wars of the Roses  

The Renaissance & 

The Reformation 

Absolute  

Monarchy 

British Revolution 
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Revolution 
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4. Comparison of content of history textbooks used in the two countries 
 

Korea, a Japanese 

colony 

(Manchurian Incident ) 

The  Korean War 

  Quoted from the foreword of a Korean history textbook: “And what should they know of England who 

only England know?”– A British proverb- 



Independence 

movement 

against 

Japanese 
Comfort 

women 

issue 

 The first 

exchange 

between 

Korea and  the 

U.K. 

5. Suggestion: need for improvement of the content of the U.K.  
textbooks about  Korea 
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Thank you. 


