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The South Manchurian Railway.

This railway through Manchuria
was built by the Japanese and

controlled by the Japanese army. [

It carried Japanese goods into
Manchuria and the rest of China
and brought food and raw
materials such as iron, coal and

‘timber back to Japan.
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Most of Japan is covered by
high mountains.There is little
farm land to grow food. In
the 1920s Japan depended
or importing food from China
for its growing population.

' Japan did not have raw materials
such as iron ore and coal. These
were imported from China.
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The main events of the war

June 1950

North Koreans advanced to contain South Korean forces in the Pusan perimeter.

Ept gko] B S

Chapter 4 The origins of the Cold War, 1945-55 85

September 1950

General MacArthur’s forces landed at Inchon, pushing North Koreans out of South Korea.

October 1950

UN approved invasion of North Korea leading to the unification of Korea and the
advance towards the Korea—China border.

November 1950

Chinese ‘volunteers’ poured into North Korea to drive MacArthur back. MacArthur
asked Truman to use the Atomic Bomb and to invade China.

April 1951 MacArthur was sacked by Truman, and replaced by General Ridgeway.
June 1951 Stalemate developed around the 38th parallel
1953 Armistice signed.

The UN army was made up of 50% US troops while 86% of the navy was
American. MacArthur took orders from Truman, rather than the UN.

Figure 5.4 North and South Korea

4aaaaas Northem limit of MacArthur's advance

4asaaa Limit of Chinese advance
Limit of N. Korean advance

China

Results of the Korean War

The Korean War had the following results:

e America realised that, while of may be possible, it
could not defeat it. Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, set up a network
of anti-communist alliances around the world: South East Asia Treaty
Organisation (SEATO) 1954; Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO) 1955.

UN intervention

Key profile

A UN army made up of contributions from 16 nations was sent to General Douglas MacArthur
Korea. It was led by the American General Douglas MacArthur. Most 1880  Born 26 January in

of the troops were American, and Truman saw it as part of the Truman Arkansas

Doctrine to contain Communism. The North Koreans were surprised

by American marines, who landed at Inchon and cut off their supplies.
The North Koreans were forced to retreat. At this stage, Truman went
beyond containment. With UN backing, American troops invaded North
Korea, captured Pyongyang and occupied two-thirds of the country.
They soon reached the Yalu River — the border with communist China.

1917 Fights in the First World
War; decorated 13 times
for bravery

1942  Receives the Medal of
Honor for services in the
Philippines

1945  Accepts the surrender of
Japan and organises its
occupation

1950 Leads the UN forces in
Korea

1951 Removed from office by
Truman

1964  Dies 5 April

E US marines advancing in Korea
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B Section 1 The Emergence of the Superpowers, 1945-62

was also included. All restrictions on the German economy and on
German scientific rescarch were lifted and Germany was allowed to

set up a Bundeswehr to give a guarantee of security. However, the EDC
arrangements collapsed when the French National Assembly refused to
ratify the Treaty in August 1954. Adenauer, desperate to keep German
involvement alive, voluntarily agreed to renounce nuclear weapons and
to keep the West German army limited in size and under strict civilian
control. As a result, the British plan, to admit Germany and Italy to the
Brussels Pact and rename the European Defence Organisation as the
Western European Union, was adopted.

The way was thus opened for West German rearmament. Since a
proposed Four Power summit to discuss German reunification had been
delayed after the power struggles following Stalin’s death in 1953 and the
GDR riots of the same year, the French reluctantly gave in to American
pressure to accept West German membership of NATO. In May 1955,
West Germany was admitted as a member. In retaliation, the USSR
recognised the sovereignty of the GDR and created the Warsaw Pact with
the GDR as a member.

The Korean War, 1950-3

By the late 1940s, events beyond Europe were taking on a significance of
their own. In 1949 the Chinese communists were finally successful in
their civil war with the non-communist nationalists. The Soviet Union
was initially ambivalent about how close a relationship it should form
with the Chinese. In December 1949 China’s communist leader

Mao Zedong travelled to Moscow to meet with Stalin. Upon his arrival

UN Front

@ONov o A

/”,\v-/v}(}hongim
b2 8

e !

IORTH KOREA

CHINA

Fig. 9 Korean War, 1950
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M Section 1 The Emergence of the Superpowers, 1945-62

Il Key profile
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1890-1969

Eisenhower was a long-serving career soldier and served as head

of the allied invasion of North Africa during the Second World
War. He was Supreme Commander of allied forces during the
Normandy landings in 1944 and lead US forces to the final victory
over Germany in 1945. Between 1949 and 1950 he was Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) and went on to be head of NATO
from 1950. In 1952 he resigned from the US Army and entered
the Presidential election race, in which he was successful. He
continued as US Republican President until 1960, having served
two terms in office.

Fig. 10 US troops capture Chinese soldiers in Korea, 2 March 1951

The international significance of the Korean War

The war appeared to confirm the Cold War perception of the rise

of monolithic communism. The Sino-Soviet alliance was the clear
manifestation of the growth and unity of international communism.
This was a perception reflected more by US public opinion rather than
US administrations. US governments were not entirely convinced of the
solidity of this Sino-Soviet alliance and there was the prospect of using
China to weaken the rise of communism globally although this approach
did not come into fruition for many years.

The war appeared to be a victory for containment. The spread of
communism from North Korea had been halted and the USA had not
opted to abandon containment by either destroying the communist
regime in North Korea or, even more radically, push on into China itself.
This reinforced the USA’s commitment to containment which in turn
necessitated a pronounced presence in Asia. The regional alliance system

14/12
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The Korean War = |

1. Initial North Korean success Eé )

The North Korean People’s Army (NKPA)

was successful at first. Most of South Korea fell.
Only the Pusan Pocket in the south-east held out. In
desperation, South Korea asked the United Nations
for help. Normally the USSR would have vetoed any
attempt to support South Korea. However, in 1950
the USSR was boycotting UN meetings in protest

at the UN's refusal to admit communist China as

a member. Therefore the UN Security Council
declared North Korea to be the aggressor.

CHINA

s

o 125 miles.
—
L3

et &

3. China intervenes

Communist China feared for its security and
warned UN troops not to approach the Yalu River.
MacArthur ignored this warning. He wished to
invade China and was even prepared to use nuclear
weapons. In November 1950 China sent 200,000
‘volunteers' to help North Korea. UN forces were
pushed back beyond the 38th parallel.

r"'&”
SN P
zrg—m%—“

January 1951

Ept gko] B S

2. The NKPA is driven back

Sixteen nations, headed by the USA, immediately
went to Korea. Later, 32 countries participated in
the war. Their commander-in-chief was General
Douglas MacArthur, an American hero of the
Second World War. In September MacArthur
organised a successful naval landing at Inchon
that surprised the communists and forced them to
retreat. North Korean resistance collapsed,

and UN troops advanced into North Korea and
towards China.

2 September - October 1950 <
CHINA % @‘9‘

v

4

N

15 September 1950
amphibious landings
o 125 miles,
o —
& 200 km
5

4. Stalemate

The Americans poured in more men and drove the
Chinese back to the 38th parallel. Truman dismissed
MacArthur in April 1951 and appointed General
Matthew Ridgway as his replacement. The rest of
the war was a stalemate in which neither side made
gains and many lives were lost. Finally, both sides
agreed a cease-fire in 1953.

4 luly 1951~ July

o 126 miles.
e e
o 200 km
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