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The World’s Greatest Archive
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12,000,000 boxes



1 quadrillion bytes – 1 Petabyte of storage



Domesday - 1086



Magna Carta - 1225



Declaration of Independence - 1776



William Hole Map of Virginia - 1612



George Stephenson’s Steam Engine - 1825



Global Photographic Archive – Seoul 1935



Government Cabinet Papers – Korea 1950



UK Government Web Archive
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Henry Cole’s Rat - 1838



Archives have the power to make us think!
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Memory is the residue of thought

“Your memory is not the 
product of what you want 
to remember or what you 
try to remember; it’s the 
product of what you think 
about”

Daniel T. Willingham 
Why Don’t Students Like School

Jossey-Bass 2009



Archives force us to re-think!
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Challenge preconceptions about the past

“Students come to the 
classroom with preconceptions 
about how the world works. If 
their initial understanding is not 
engaged, they may fail to grasp 
the new concepts and 
information…”

Suzanne Donovan & John Brandsford
How Students Learn p.1

National Academies Press 2005



What is History?



The Great History Debate…
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Trendy teaching is 
‘producing a generation 
of history numbskulls’

2nd July 2009



Is History about 
knowledge or 

skills?



History is about 
understanding



Is History a noun
or a verb?



ἱστορ-ίαHistoryEnquiry



Is History something 
to be ‘covered’ or 

‘uncovered’?
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The ‘Coverage’ Model of History

the object of introductory 
history coursework is to 
remedy students’ lack of 
“possession of a sufficient 
number of important 
historical facts…”

Charles Kendall Adams
“On Methods of Teaching History,” 

Methods of Teaching History,
ed. G. Stanley Hall (Boston, 1883), 



Teaching the ‘Coverage’ Model of History
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Curriculum
Publisher

Author
Knowledge

“Sources”
Questions

Content
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The ‘Un-Coverage’ Model of History

“So the first move students 
need to learn is that of asking 
good historical questions. To 
this end the first meeting in 
every unit is designed to 
intensify students' desire to 
inquire.”

Lendol Calder, 
“Uncoverage: Toward a Signature 
Pedagogy for the History Survey,”

Journal of American History,
92 (March 2006)



Teaching the ‘Un-Coverage’ Model of History
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Enquiry Question
Documents

Observations
Questions

Conclusions
Further Research

Inferences



www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education
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Taught Sessions
Available in three formats



Investigate, don’t illustrate! 
Use sources for enquiry-based investigations



Use key questions to drive the activity…
Let the students provide the answers

How did Henry VIII get up in the morning?



Historians construct History from sources
Let students direct their own investigation

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2



Context is everything…
So whole documents are essential

SP 16/488/25
The Making of the United Kingdom

James Mason



The power of documents

• As source of information
• As identifier for knowledge
• As insight into opinion or motive
• As evidence to substiate an interpretation
• As means of stimulating curiosity
• As illustration or example
• As confounder of preconceptions
• As context to a period
• As artifact
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Find out more…

andrew.payne@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
@The_History_Man
@UKNatArchives

Contact…

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education




